4.3 Copyrights

First of all, did you know that holding down the "ALT" key and typing "0169" would produce the © symbol?  (It won't be big and green, but       you can make it big and green if you want to.)  

Now the question -- what can you put the © next to?  The answer -- If you've written something and published it online, you already have the       rights to include a © next to it.  Whether a © is on an Internet document or not, the content has a copyright.  Copy and paste is so easy, and taking things is exceptionally simple on-line.  You need to remember that if it's on someone's site, it's theirs by law.  Can you use it?  Follow these simple guidelines: 

1. Material that is published online is considered "public."  This does not mean you can take it freely without consequence, but it does            mean that you can take information and reword it.  This does not mean change a verb or two, but it does mean to completely put it in            your own words and format. 

2. If you do use work by another person, give credit to the person.

3. You should never use online material verbatim without explicit permission to do so.  

4. Graphics cannot be used from a site unless permission is given or usability is expressly stated on the site.  

5. Can you look at a site layout and get an idea?  Absolutely.  But, you cannot copy site layout.  That has a copyright also. 

For more information about Copyright and the Web, visit the following web sites: 

· The 10 Big Myths of Copyright explained http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html 

· Copyright FAQ http://www.aimnet.com/~carroll/copyright/faq-home.html 

· Cyberspace Law for Non-Lawyers http://www.ssrn.com/update/lsn/cyberspace/lessons/intro.html 

Copyright and Graphics ~~ 

When it comes to graphics, there are basically two kinds of sites to be aware of:  Sites where graphics are offered, and sites where they are not.  Let's say you are surfing the web looking for that fantastic graphic to put on your site when suddenly you come across a site similar to yours with the perfect graphic you had in mind.  Can you use it?   Sorry.  No.  By using it, you could find yourself in a courtroom, and guess who wouldn't win. 

An Internet law you will want to know -- Copyright is naturally associated with every site and the contents therein, including the graphics, the wording, you name it.  So what if you find something really great that you want to use?  Then get permission.  E-mail the webmaster or another likely person from the site and ask.  If they say "yes," save the e-mail for documentation and proof.  If they say "no," then reply with a Thank you note anyway.  

Many sites offer images for free online.  If you find a graphic you want to use and it is on a freebie site, find out if the images on the site are okay to use only on  personal sites or if they can be used for commercial sites.  The site will generally state whichever is the case.

Documenting Sources ~~ 

Even if you get a graphic from a reliable resource on the web where there is a clearly stated "you may use this graphic if..." statement, write down the name of the graphic and the URL where you got the graphic.  In addition, print the "you may use this graphic if..." statement (also called a "usability" statement). 

Credit where Credit is Due ~~ 

Often graphics are usable if you include a little note next to the graphic stating the source with a link back to the site.  In other cases, the author requests a little button or small banner linking back to the site in exchange for using the graphic.  This is a very common practice.  Be certain to abide the wishes of the author.

Assignment ~~ 

1.Find a site that has graphics available for use. 

2.Find the usability statement, which is the statement that says "You  may use this IF..." statement and print it. 

3.Are the graphics on the site available for personal sites or commercial sites?  Circle the answer on the usability statement. 

4.Give the web site address, the printed usability statement, and the name of the site to your instructor for credit. 

5.Remember to only use graphics in your projects that have clearly stated usability statements on the sites you take the graphics from.
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