4.2 Trademark Assignment

Any logo or slogan or other company-specific identifier can have a TM immediately placed next to it.  However, the (R) – registered       trademark symbol is what a company really wants to protect what's rightfully theirs, and can only be added once the item has been registered.  

Let's take business names to start with -- when you decide on a business name, make sure that you conduct a thorough search before you decide to use it. You can check with your local Trademark and Patent Depository Library, or online with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office at www.uspto.gov.  Keep in mind that this address is for American trademarks only.  You may be in violation of state or International trademarks. 

The best bet is to obtain an International trademark, especially when you consider you are doing business on the World Wide Web. Companies such as www.seekinfo.com or www.trademrk.com can help. 

Sites focusing on Internet Trademark law: 

            www.ggmark.com   

            www.nolo.com  

            http://trademarksetc.com
For an indepth look at Trademarks online, read this article by Trademarks, etc. http://www.trademarksetc.com/abouttmarks.html 

Assignment
Now you have your printout showing the URL (web address) you want is available, you need to find out if your company name has a trademark. Trademarks can also be added to logos.  You need to know if the company name you want to use is reserved for another company.  (Print 2 copies, 1 to turn in and 1 for your Notebook)

To find this out, complete the following steps: 

1.Visit the TradeMark Electronic Search System of the United States Patent and Trademark office at http://tess.uspto.gov 

2.Type in the name of your company and see if the name is taken. 

3.Look to see if a logo has been registered for the name.  This does not require a separate search.  If the name is not trademarked, the logo is available for that company name as well. 

4.If your name is taken, determine another name for your company and make sure that it is not taken. 

5.Print your findings:  Write down your first choice for a name and include the printout.  If the name is taken, write down your second choice for a name and include the printout.  Continue until you find an available name.

6.One final part of this assignment is to understand the connection between Trademarks and Internet Domains.  Answer the following questions at http://www.trademrk.com/Domain.html: 

· Can a domain name be trademarked? 

· Who is Network Solutions, Inc. (NSI)? 

· Does NSI perform a trademark search before approving a domain assignment? 

· If a company owns a trademark and someone else reserves a domain name on that trademarked name, the company with trademark rights can make a formal complaint to NSI stating their trademark has been infringed upon.  NSI will take action if the company gives them two things, what are they?
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