Basics of Site Navigation

Navigation is top priority for a web site.  If your web site has a difficult navigation system, forget having visitors stick around to figure it out.  A simple, easy to navigate site can mean the world to return visitors and visitor loyalty. Think about it.  Your visitors should be instantly aware of the following things when they arrive at your site:  

· What is available at your site. 

· What type of a business they've come across. 

· How to get around the site and quickly access what they came for. 

· How to request information and contact you. 

Use logic and common sense when developing your site.  The following should be true:  

· Decide on the type and style of navigation and keep it consistent throughout your site.  

· On any page of your site, your site visitors should know where they are.  

· Use the same navigation and color scheme throughout the site. 

This lesson takes a look at left, right, top and bottom navigation, as well as frames, image maps, and Java and DHTML online resources.        There are many many ways to develop navigation, as numerous as the imagination.  The key?  Make sure the navigation fits your site and will        grab your target audience in design, color, and navigational approach.  For instance, if your target audience is middle class business people, stick to a traditional left navigation (maybe a top navigation, depending on the site).  Color for this target audience would be traditional tones, depending on the product or service.  Some examples of traditional colors: navy, black, white, maybe a touch of gold or silver.  If your target audience were technically inclined or teens and young adults, you might consider a really great Flash intro and site navigation with a creative Java applet or an image map.  Color tones for this audience could be a bit less traditional:  orange and bright green splashed on the site might work well, of course depending on the product or service.  

Site Maps: 

Site Maps are a good basic foundation for sites, especially if your site is on a larger scale.  Here's a reference for Site Maps, their effectiveness, and how to apply them. http://www.wdvl.com/Location/Navigation/101/sitemap.html 

Additional Site Navigation Help: WDVL (Web Developers Virtual Library) has a good tutorial on site navigation.  It's several pages long, so be sure to click through the entire thing.  You may even want to print it off. http://www.wdvl.com/Location/Navigation/101
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