3.12 What are Plug-ins and Internet Tools?

"Plug-ins" is a term for a missing software component required for access to a web site or a portion of a web site. Before content can be delivered to a browser, the plug-in needs to be detected by the browser.  
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If a plug-in is not found on your computer by the browser, you may see a blue puzzle piece icon on your monitor, representing a missing piece of the puzzle necessary to complete the picture on your monitor. This icon is used by Macromedia, QuickTime, and others. 

If no puzzle piece is seen and yet you are unable to retrieve documentation, hear sound, or see video, then you are most likely missing Adobe Acrobat or RealPlayer.  If you download a file and can't open or execute it and the filename has a .zip for the extension, then you are missing a zip program such as WinZip. 

We'll look at Shockwave Player, Adobe Acrobat, Real Player, and Winzip, which are not all of the available Internet plug-ins, but are those believed to be the most popular and highly used.  If you're interested in a more encompassing list of plug-ins, visit Netscape's list of plug-ins: http://home.netscape.com/plugins/index.html  

Shockwave is an interactive software tool.  There's Shockwave Player and Shockwave Director.  Director allows you to create games, animations, and more.  Then there's Shockwave Player, the free plug-in on the Web, needed in order to see the applications created by Director. Player is needed for most online games, interactive web sites, viewing computer-aided animations, and fun tools like e-greetings.  The Shockwave player plays both Shockwave and Flash files. (Flash is a very cool multimedia video player.) 

                                                 .

Adobe has a wide (and very well known) line of computer software packages.  Adobe Acrobat is a free download that is necessary in on the web by corporations for user manuals,  software documentation,                   and a wide variety of industry specific written reports/ documentation/ publications.

Real Player has a two-in-one package:  RealAudio and RealVideo.  RealAudio allows an Internet user to listen to stereo quality sound                    -- speech and music.  The licensed version of RealPlayer costs $29 and has more features than the beta downloadable version, but with the downloadable beta version,  site guests can listen to and see music videos, sound tracks, and more. 

WinZip is one of a variety of zipping tools on the web.  But whether you're using WinZip, Zip it, SuperZip, CleverZip, eZip, ZipCentral, Zip Magic, or another zipping tool you are using similar software.  A zipping/unzipping software tool is used to deliver files across the Internet by compressing large files and packaging together multiple files that need to be transmitted together.  Zipping files increases the speed of download, and in many cases makes downloading possible.  Executable files (.exe) can be very large.  In addition, there is often more than one file needed in order to use whatever is being downloaded, even if it's nothing more than instructions for use.  Zipped files have a .zip extension.  Some software companies and Internet browsers have their own extensions for zipped files, such as AOL, which zips e-mail attachments and creates one .mme file.  Depending on the browser software on your computer, simply double clicking on a MIME (or .mme) file will unzip (decode) the file.  If not, visit AOL's help page for alternate instructions, or simply unzip it with Winzip. Zip software will unzip any zipped file, using any zipped extension. Winzip will also zip files for sending e-mail attachments or for providing download options of large files from your own site. 

Is WinZip truly a plug-in?  Although WinZip is on the list of Internet plug-ins, it is not actually used to open things through a browser, so                   technically it doesn't fall into the "true" plug-in category.  However, because it is used to transfer data across the web in a compressed                   format, and a zipping/unzipping tool is needed before compressed files can be used or before files can be compressed and sent, it is on                    the list.

Marketing with Plug-ins

Sites such as Cornpops.com and egreetings.com use Shockwave technology in their interactive games and online postcards.  WinZip is used for such things as allowing download of trial software by marketers interested in supplying site guests with a "taste" for the software.  Marketers are gambling that if the user likes the trial version of the software, he/she will purchase the full version of the software.  As you use the web throughout this course and on your own, pay attention to how many sites use one of these tools for attracting potential customers. 

According to Macromedia there are over 2,000 sites that offer Shockwave files, including sites for General Motors, Nissan, Kodak, Microsoft, Intel and Apple.  Other big names such as Kellogg's, M&M's/Mars Corporation, and Poprocket also use the Shockwave technology. 

Assignments
Shockwave and Flash Player Assignment ~~ 

Completion of the assignment is not possible without the following:  Shockwave Player on your computer, and an e-mail account.

  1) Shockwave technology is highly used by e-Greetings.com and Blab.com, online greeting card services.  Select from music cards by your favorite artists, to fun humor, to Thank you cards or general "hello" greetings, and more.  Your assignment is to visit e-Greetings and send an e-Greeting to yourself via e-mail.  The e-Greeting must use Shockwave technology.   If you do not have an e-mail account, you will need to get one prior to beginning this assignment. The e-mail account you use needs to be accessible from your classroom.  In other words, if you have an e-mail account at home through an Internet Service Provider (ISP), do you know how to access the account at the school?  If not, call the ISP or set up another account, you can get one from Hotmail or Excite or Yahoo!.  Note:  Remember the class rules and policies and do not view or send cards containing evil, violent, sexual, or other explicit or consequential material.  If you even have to ask if it's okay, it's not.

  2) Show the e-Greeting or Blab card to your instructor so you can receive credit for installing the Shockwave Player software to your system and for sending an e-Greeting using Shockwave.

  3) Visit the following links to get to www.e-greetings.com or  www.Blab.com .  If you'd like, you can go directly to music e-cards from e-greetings and select from best selling artists.

Assignment:  Marketing with Adobe Acrobat ~~ 

All kinds of companies and organizations use Acrobat technology to promote their services or products.  We'll look at one example: www.mvrop.org Click on the Courses button.  The Class Schedules are downloadable PDF’s.

Assignment:  RealPlayer~~

Find an updated story about MP3 or online videos.  The story can relate to the Napster case, or to another similar topic on the Internet regarding music artists, copyright, and online distribution of material.  

Possible sites for articles: 

· WilsonWeb http://www.wilsonweb.com 

· Law.com http://www.law.com 

· Internetnews.com http://www.internetnews.com/ 

· BizWeb2000 http://bizweb2000.com 

· Success Doctor http://www.successdoctor.com 

· Sitepoint http://www.sitepoint.com 

· e-Commerce Base http://www.ecommercebase.com 

· Web Master Base http://www.webmasterbase.com 

Assignment WinZip~~ 

There are many web sites that use WinZip technology.  Remember that a zipping/unzipping software tool is used to deliver files across the Internet by compressing large files and packaging together multiple files that need to be transmitted together.  Zipping files increases the speed of download, and in many cases makes downloading possible.  The following links will take you to two different pages at www.kidsdomain.com where zipped files can be downloaded. 

Assignment, Part 1:  Select the one that looks the funniest to see and download it.  Unzip it with WinZip and install it. 

Garfield's Midnight Snack Screen Saver http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/garfieldsnack.html 

Jumanji Screen Saver http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/jumanjiscreen.html 

Assignment, Part 2: Make sure you received the credit for downloading, unzipping, and installing one of the screen savers.      Then uninstall the screen saver.  Now delete the .zip file you downloaded.  Files you download and install programs from (whether they are .zip or .exe files) are not actually part of the program once you install the program.  They can be deleted to save space on your computer.  Sign a paper letting your instructor know you uninstalled the screen saver and deleted the .zip file. Also make a notation to remind the instructor saw and passed off your screen saver. Put your name on it.  Turn it in. 
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