4.1 Internet Law Assignment 3

Online companies, like brick and mortar companies, need business licenses to operate.  When starting an online company, you need to contact your city offices and find out what paperwork you need to fill-out and how much it costs for a business license. 

The city in which you live may have zoning laws prohibiting you from operating your type of business at home. If your business is small, online and home-based, in all likelihood there will not be any restrictions.  But it's better to be safe than sorry.  Keep in mind that while you may be able to start a home-based business, certain laws may stop you from hiring employees to work in your home or from hanging signs advertising your business. 

You also want to register your business, which you can do by either contacting an attorney or by using online resources.  See list below.

Assignment   

· Find a current Internet Law story on-line (something that’s in the news because of Internet issues).  Examples: Napster case, Amazon vs. Barnes and Noble, etc.

· Write a 2 or 3 paragraph summary on the article.

· Turn in the printed article and your summary, stapled with your name on both.

Possible sites for articles:

· www.wilsonweb.com
· www.law.com
· www.internetnews.com
· www.bizweb2000.com
· www.successdoctor.com
· www.sitepoint.com
· www.ecommercebase.com
· www.webmasterbase.com
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