3.5 Search Engine Assignment #2

Search Engines and Directories
There are two kinds of search engines on the web:  engines and directories.  So, what's the difference?  

Search Directories - are databases of sites.  In order to be included among the list in the directory, you must request to be listed (submit your site to the search directory).  Think of a phone book.  Phone books are a listing of entries received.  Search directories are just like a phone book; they are a listing of entries received.  Search directories do not go out and search the web for new sites and content.  Instead, they wait for the owners of the sites to request a listing.  If you think you've never heard of a search directory, think again.  Yahoo! (www.yahoo.com) is not a search engine, it is a search directory. 

Search Engines - have "bots" that search the web for new content and sites.  While it is possible for your site to be picked up by a search engine this way, it is not recommended.  Your site may never be found by many search engines if you do nothing and just wait.  So, just like search directories, if you want your site to be listed, submit your site.  All search engines are also directories, and they will accept site submissions.  DogPile (www.dogpile.com) is an example of a search engine; it sends searchbots to the web to look for site, but it also accepts site submissions.

Specialized Directories  

The bigger, better-known search tools (Excite, Lycos, Yahoo, Galaxy, Infoseek, Savvysearch, Metacrawler, and Webcrawler, to name        some of them) are not specialized engines or directories.  Specialized search directories accept only sites that meet given criteria and subject matter.  

For instance, if you are an avid golfer and want to narrow your search to totally golf-related sites, you'd want to try one of the following       specialized search directories (which is not an all encompassing list; there are more): 

            Golf Search at www.golfsearch.com 

            Places to Golf, found at www.placestogolf.com 

Likewise, if you have an interest in the medical profession and you only want to find medical-related sites, you may want to try these       specialized directories (which is not an all encompassing list; there are more): 

            Info Medical, found at www.infomedical.com 

            Med Search, found at www.medsearch.com  

            Med Surf, found at www.medsurf.com  

            Health, A to Z; found at www.healthatoz.com  

One more example:  Family related sites.  If you are looking for family-oriented sites, here's a list of search directories to try: 

· A search directory for children (guess which company this search directory is from) – www.Yahooligans.com 

· Another search directory especially for children --  www.Peachpod.com  

· Community oriented search directory -- www.munisource.org  

· A search engine especially for women -- www.femina.cybergirl.com  

· A search engine for family history information -- www.yourfamily.com  

You may have never heard of one of these search engines before, and maybe you have, but guaranteed, people who are into these subjects       either as a career or with a high personal interest, have invested time into finding out about them.  Many of these search directories are highly advertised in specialty magazines and publications that have a list of subscribers, so the sites are getting hits. 

In addition, the larger search engines and directories will often pull from the databases of these smaller specialized search directories to add to their site listings.  So, listing your site with a specialized search engine may help get you listed with a bigger, harder to get listed with, search directory or engine. 

Okay, so where do you go to find these specialized search directories?       Try these five sites that offer listings of specialized search directories: 

1. www.searchability.com  -- This is an excellent resource for finding a specialized search directory.  Background information about the directories and their specialities are included.          

2. http://nightfall.simplenet.com/SearchEngine  -- The "Ultimate World Wide Web Search Engine Collection" 

3. http://submitit.linkexchange.com/subcats.htm At this site, the categories are listed, but there are no direct links to the sites.  It's a great resource for specialized directories, but you have to use logical deduction to figure out the URL for each site.  Don't forget to try .com, .org, .net, .gov, .mil, .cc. when trying to figure out the address.  Also some addresses may or may not have the .www. 

4. http://www.thefrontpage.com/search This is an absolute gold mine of links to search directories.  The links are provided on this site!  The collection is updated often.  

5. http://www.looksmart.com/help/searchengs.html This is a search engine listing from Looksmart.  Regional and foreign country search directories are included.

Assignment

Think of the business site you are going to create.  Use the five resources and locate two specialized search directories that you could submit your business site to.  

Turn in for each directory (remember you need to find two that you could submit your business site to)-- 

a. The URL for the search directory 

b. A printout of the home page for the search directory 

c. The name of the search directory 

d. What kinds of sites the search directory specializes in 

e. Of course, don't forget to put your name on it
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