3.5 Search Engine Assignment #1

When to Submit to Search Engines 

Internet marketing rules about when to submit a site to search engines:  

1.First rule of thumb to know about submitting your site is to never submit a site if it's not complete.  Web sites are ongoing and never finished, but do not submit a site with partially complete pages or dead links. 

2.Do not submit sites with "Under Construction" areas on the site.  Actually, while we're on the subject, "Under Construction" signs are for amateurs, look unprofessional, and are to be avoided at all costs.  If you are working on a new aspect of your site, do not put a page up for it and an "Under Construction" or similar marker on the page.  Instead, leave the topic off of the site altogether until it's ready to be published and then add it and announce it as a new addition to the site.  Sites with "Under Construction" on an area of the site will be rejected by the better search engines.  Promise. 

3.Again, remember if a search engine or directory says they need 6 weeks or 4 days, or whatever their time frame is, to review your site and add it to their database.  Do Not make more than one submission during that time frame.  Some search directories look at multiple submissions during the same time frame as SPAM, which is a sure fire way to get your site not looked at at all.  

How to Submit to Search Engines 

There are two methods of submitting your site to search engines:  with automated services and one search engine at a time.  One search engine at a time is much more effective (although more time consuming) than automated submissions.  Often when an automated search engine is used, the engines and directories will return an e-mail to the submitter requesting additional information before the submission will be completed.  Is this bad?  Not really.  In many cases it allows the submitter to have more information about what the particular search engine is looking for.  At the same time, it generally means that the submitter has to visit many if not all of the search engines anyway; not in all cases, but in many.  So automated submissions may or may not be time saving.  

When submitting to search engines one at a time, read the suggestions offered by each search engine.  Each search engine has their own "quirks" and preferences.  Taking a minute to find out what they prefer could save you lots of time and frustration trying to get listed with them.  

When submitting sites through automatic submission resources, pay attention to the search engines the site is listing you with.  Are there any there that you can tell right off the bat won't accept a submission from your site?  For instance, one that totally deals with sites from one        particular country, and it's not the country you reside in?  Read the sites they are submitting to and uncheck those that will waste everyone's time.  In addition, write down the search engines that that service is submitting to for you.  If you use more than one automated submitting service, do not have both submit to the same search engine.  Two requests may be enough to get your site ignored by the search company.  

Automatic Submissions -- 

Some search engines and other sites offer to submit your site to search engines automatically.  Here are some sites that do just             that:  

· PromoteBase www.promotionbase.com/free/submit/index.php3 

· SavvySearch 

· Free Automatic Link Submission http://submit.savvysearch.com/submit 

· Web Search Engine Automatic Submission http://members.xoom.com/sofdata/auto01.htm 

· Submit Blaster http://rtlsoft.com/submitblaster/index.html 

· Global Promote -- Automatic Submission of Your Site to the International Search Engines with Translation www.trellian.com/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=10569&file=http://www.gloprom.com 

There's some software also available to submit to search engines.  Listing this software is in no way an endorsement or an             implied endorsement of the software:  

                  Submit Wolf Software www.submitwolf.net/ 

One Search Engine at a Time -- 

· AltaVista  | Add a URL page: www.altavista.com/av/content/addurl.htm 

· Excite  | Add a URL page: www.excite.com/info/add_url 

· HotBot  | Add a URL page: www.hotbot.com/addurl.asp  by the way, HotBot supplies info and gets you listed with MSN and GoTo too. 

· Looksmart  | Add a URL page: www.looksmart.com/h/info/subsite.html  

· Yahoo!  is another story.  Yahoo! only accepts an estimated 1-2 of every 10 submissions received.  The trick?  

· Follow instructions, explicitly 

· Do not leave any fields blank 

· Offer education/information on your site 

· Select the right category for your site before submitting.  This is the most time consuming step, but one of the most important.

· If you can't find a category, look in unlikely places. For instance, recently a woman with a doll clothes designing company  was trying to list her site with Yahoo!.  Her doll clothes are one of a kind and very expensive.  They are not for play.  However, her category was in the toy section.  Look for categories in areas you might think are unlikely.  

· If you have exhausted all avenues and still cannot find a category for your site, do the following: 

· Ask a friend to search for a category for your site.  Different perspectives bring results sometimes.  This needs to be a friend who you know will truly spend some time looking, not just one or two minutes and call it good. 

· Suggest your site to a regional category. 

· Suggest a new category for your site.  Yahoo! eats it up if you can come up with a great category they don't already have in their database and you can convince them there is a real need to have this category added. 

· In the last field when it asks for comments, DO NOT leave it blank.  Tell them why adding your site to their directory would be beneficial (this does not mean what it will do for you financially, but what it will do for site guests of Yahoo!) 

What Pages to Submit? 

Before knowing what pages you can submit, you need to answer a few questions:  

1. Is your site in frames?

2. Is a page at your site fully functional if the frames are removed from the design? 

3. If you answered yes to #1, and no to #2, then you have no choice but to only submit the home page. 

4. Regardless if your site is in frames or not in frames, absolutely submit the home page for your site. 

5. Submit other pages on your site if they cover specific areas of focus or expertise and would be accepted on their own to: 

a) Specialty search engines 

b) Specific categories offered by search engines and directories, such as Yahoo!  For instance, if your site is a Company web site for a baking company and you have a section of your web site that is devoted to baking recipes, tips, and tutorials, absolutely submit your site to "Home and Family" and "Education" sections, and so on. 

6. Note: If your site is in frames, be sure to read the Frames lesson, which discusses what you can do to improve the, shall we say,             "likeability" of your site from the perspective of search engines. 

Link Power 

So you know, the more sites that link to you, the higher you will go with search engines.  From the perspective of a search engine, if others like you, they must like you too.  Search engines love sites with lots of popularity from other sites.  

So, how do you get links to other sites? 

Answer:  Ask them to link to you.  This is most often done by first of all you linking to them and then requesting the return favor.  Select sites that are related to you but not in direct competition with you.

Am I Listed? 

Keep in mind that depending on the search engine, you can expect to wait anywhere from 2 days to 2 months to be listed.  Each search engine will give you that information on their "Add a URL" or "Submit a Site" page.  This is another reason for submitting to sites one at a time – you get this information first hand.  

Many of the search engines and directories have a service at their site for you to check and see if your site has been added to their database.        For instance, to see if you are listed with Infoseek, complete the following:  

1.Wait for 6 weeks after you've submitted your site and then go to Infoseek.com and in the main search box and enter URL: followed by            the page name.  As shown:                  (url:http://www.domainname.com/) to find your website in our index.  

2.This same technique works for most search engines and directories.  Remember to give it time (2 days to 2 months, depending on the            search tool). 

3.You can also click on the link at each site that says either "Add a URL" or "Submit a Site" and often methods for finding out if your site            is listed with the search service will be given. 

4.At Excite, you can see if your site was rejected and read the file stating the reasons for the rejection by typing in the following web             address into your navigation bar -- http://your.domain/robots.txt, replacing "your.domain" with the domain name of your site. If a             robots.txt file has instructed Excite's spider not to index the site, the file will be there for you to read.  Robots.txt files tell robots (also             called spiders) that a web site, or specific parts of a site, is off-limits.  

5. Note: Many of the search engine sites will have tips for improving rankings with them.  Here's the address for Excite's tips for improving            rankings: www.excite.com/info/getting_listed/improve_your_ranking/ 

Stats - Am I Getting Visitors? 

A huge question many people want to know is -- How many visitors am I getting and how are they finding my site?  

Never ever put a hit counter on a site!!!!!  Not only are they extremely tacky, they make the site look amateurish and B-A-D.  Hit counters tell       you absolutely nothing about your site guests or where they went on your site.  You could pay a little kid to sit at a computer and hit Reload" in the browser window so that the hit counter  went higher, and yet what would that tell you about your site guests?  Absolutely nothing.  In addition, if someone goes to the site and sees that it has only been hit 4 times, they'll think "Oh, well this site must be lame," regardless of how long your site has been published.  In short, do not put hit counters on your site!  

Tracking site guests can be done in much more effective ways.  Many of the better web hosting companies will have weekly stats for you that you can log into your account and pick up.  It's part of their service.  When you are looking for a web hosting service, see if they have this service.  As a webmaster, it’s critical that you know the answers to questions such as:  

· How did visitors find your site? 

· How many site guests make it past the main page?  

· Which page of your site is the most popular?  

· How long does the average visitor stick around?  

· What is the average number of pages viewed? 

· What path do visitors take through your site?  

· What links do they use to leave your site?  

There's software you can purchase that will give you this information -- WebPromoter -- probably the best known software tool by Internet Marketers.  This software not only has the ability to give you stats about your site, but it also has a feature to check the site for search engine readiness and gives you feedback on what to do to change the site and improve your rankings. 

Assignment 
Write your name at the top of a piece of paper and the words "Submitting to Search Engines" and answer the following questions and turn them in:  

1.Name two facts about when you should submit a site to search engines. 

2.You can submit your site to search engines using an automated service or manually, one at a time.  Explain the differences.  Name a             benefit of each.

3.Explain when and why you'd want to submit more than the page of your site to a search engine. 

4.How do you get other sites to link to yours and why would you want to? 

5.True or False -- Hit counters or Hit-O-Meters that count site guests on a site are a benefit to a site.  Explain.
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