3.3 FTP and Publishing

What is FTP? 

File Transfer Protocol is the process of moving your graphics and web pages from your local computer to the server of the web hosting company.  That's it, plain and simple.  FTP also works the other way:  files can be sent from a web hosting company to you.  Often companies set up their download files in FTP format. 

In order to send files to a web server, the following things need to be true: 

· The web server needs to have the ability to accept documents sent via FTP. 

· You need a username (or I.D.) and a password. 

· You need to know the path to the FTP server at the site. 

All of this information is obtainable from the web hosting company you sign up with. CuteFTP, LeapFTP, WS_FTP, and FTP Voyager are four different FTP software programs which come highly recommended.  All of these can be downloaded for a 30-day trial version and then need to be purchased for just under $40.

WS_FTP does have a freeware version of their software for educational and government use called WS_FTP LE.  

WS_FTP LE Tutorial

The LE edition of WS_FTP is free to educational and government institutions. The software is freeware.   How do you get WS_FTP LE?  

1.Visit the download page at FTPPlanet.com 

2.Select the LE version to download. 

3.Enter your e-mail address 

4.Uncheck the e-mail notification box (unless you want lots of junk e-mail) 

5.Click download. 

6.Be sure to pay attention to where you saved the file and remember good rules of downloading: never put downloaded files in the Windows or Program Files folders. 

7.Install the software by locating and double clicking on the file ws_ftple.exe 

The following tutorial will walk you through FTPing  using WS_FTP LE.  Complete the following steps: 

 Using WS FTP LE to publish your site 

 When you start WS_FTP LE, the following box will appear on your screen:
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The Profile name: Can be anything you want -- it's just to help you

Host Name/Address: Enter the address of the hosting web server.  

Host Type: Leave "Automatic detect" selected, unless otherwise directed by instructions from your web hosting company.

User ID: You determined this when you signed up for service with a hosting company.  Recheck your verifying e-mail if you've forgotten.

Password: Again, you determined this when you signed up for service with a hosting company.  Recheck your verifying e-mail if you've forgotten.

Account: Enter the name of your account with the web hosting company.  Note:  For most FTP accessible sites, you can leave this line blank.

Click Okay.

Sending your Files to the Server 

The next screen will be split in two sections.  On the left, you give the path to the files on your computer.  For example, if your files on your disk, type A:.  If they are saved in a folder called "site" on your Windows desktop type, C:\windows\desktop\site.  Instead of typing in the path, you can also double click on the drive and the folders until you get to your files. Once the files you want to upload appear on the left hand side of the screen, click [Connect].  

If you entered everything correctly in the First dialog box, you will be connected to the server and any files already on your site will display on the right hand side of the box.  If you are publishing to your site for the first time, you'll know you're connected if there is a cgi-bin folder on the right hand side of the screen. 

Select the files you want to send over by holding down the [CTRL] key and clicking each file with your mouse.  

Click the arrow pointing to the right hand side of the screen.  This will publish your pages to the server.  You'll know they went because they will appear on the right hand side of your screen.

Congrats!!!

Additional Online Tutorials and Links ~~ 

Tutorials from FTP Planet: www.wsftple.com/ftpresources/ftpmain.htm 

Are you running a MAC and looking for a shareware FTP program? 

You can download FETCH from dartmouth.edu. ftp://ftp.dartmouth.edu/pub/mac/Fetch_3.0.3.hqx  

FTP Tutorial from Netguide. www.netguide.aust.com/tutorials/ftptute/ftp_tut.html 
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