Internet Color

The average screen uses 256 colors, but some high performance ones can display millions.  Design for 256 so you don’t miss anyone.

Some colors mean different things in different cultures:

· Red – stop, fire, important

· Black – death, evil, spooky

· Yellow, orange– caution, can offend some individuals from the Middle East 

· Green – go, Sacred to Egyptians and Moslems

· Pastels – for fun and children

· White – Wedding, Purity, Mourning in China

· Purple – In the US - Slaves, the Colors of Purple

By all means try and match your company logo.

Try not to use too many colors.  The eye gets overwhelmed and will miss key elements.

Choose colors that are easy on the eye.  Not like a lime green background with yellow words.

Use lots of white space and colors that compliment each other so there won’t be a fight on your screen.  The colors can make certain colors stand out while others go nearly unnoticed.  When colors are chosen to compliment each other, they enhance every other design element.

Remember if people are going to print your site using a dark background and white letters will waste a lot of ink and the words might not even show after printing.

